AGENDA

ALERT Users Group, 1999 Spring Meeting

11:30 AM Thursday, May 13, 1999

3rd National Conference of NHWC, Bahia Resort, San Diego

I INTRODUCTIONS

Call to order - Mark Heggli, President ALERT Users Group. 

II ALERT DATA BASE

Update by Todd Mendell

III OLD BUSINESS

Bylaw changes: clarifying the rights of the Honorary Life Members, changes to dues collection, status of bylaws committee.

Changes to ALERT Data Transmission Format – recommended committee members: Todd Mendell to serve as chair, Jim Slouber, Don Van Wie, Joe Johnson, Larry Weaver.

Listserv:  Internet e-mail group of ALERT users.

Restructuring of current committees

Enhancement/development to ALERT Users Group Website.

IV SITE SELECTION

Next Meeting:  October 14, 1999.  Contact: Andreas Godfrey, Alameda County Public Works Agency, Hayward, CA

2000 ALERT Users Group Conference site selection. 

V NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of the revised agreement to expand the NHWC to include the ALERT~Flows East Coast Users Group. 

VI OFFICER REPORTS 

Secretary’s Report - Approval of minutes from Thursday, March 11, 1999 Winter Meeting at Napa.



Treasurer’s Report

VII ADJOURN 12:00 PM

ALERT USERS GROUP 1999 SPRING MEETING

At

NHWC Conference, Bahia Hotel, San Diego, CA

May 13, 1999

INTRODUCTIONS

Meeting called to order at 11:45 AM by Mark Heggli, President of the ALERT Users Group. 

ALERT DATABASE

Todd Mendell reported on the progress of collecting sensor data from all users.  Approximately 65% of these sensors are using only 3 frequencies.  The study is indicating a need for redesign and more efficient application of the hydrologic frequencies.  With a total of 192, San Diego has the largest number of sensors for any one agency. 
OLD BUSINESS 

Bylaw changes 
Rob Nelson reported on committee discussions involving changing to a two-year membership and how we can disburse funds to other groups, such as the NHWC.

Copies of the bylaws from SAAS and the new East Coast Users Group are to be obtained  for comparison and an attempt made to provide continuity within the bylaws of all ALERT groups. Brian McCallum, President of SAAS, commented that their group will have an annual fee the first year and at the next conference in Denver, change to a two- year fee.  Chris Crompton stated he would like to see the specific bylaw revision language developed by the Fall business meeting for further discussion at that time in order to keep the momentum on the issue going.  On a related matter, Rob Nelson suggested we wait until our fee structure changes are in place before pursuing the rights of Honorary Life Members.

ALERT Format Changes

Todd Mendell reported on the May 12 meeting with the members interested in the format issue, and a report was scheduled for later this day during the conference.  There is interest among the vendors to make format changes, but it should be done under the auspices of the NHWC so that all users are in agreement and the format be uniformly adopted.  Kevin Stewart suggested this committee piggyback on the current Narrowbanding Committee since they both contain the same members and the subjects are related. Brian McCallum stated that SAAS wanted to be involved in this and requested that Frank Guttierez be added to the committee.  Mark Heggli agreed and indicated his support for the committee to pursue these changes.

Listserve 
A desire to make the proposed mail list more regional, and apply better to local users, was indicated.  Comments were made that NESDIS has a mail list in place now and could add other lists to it’s server.  Chris Crompton stated that he supported moving ahead with purchasing the needed software.  Due to time limitation, further action was tabled to a future meeting. 

Restructuring past committees

Due to time limitation, further action was tabled to a future meeting.

ALERT Users Group Website

Mark Heggli stated he would like to see changes to the ALERT main pages and would like to work on this with the other user groups.  Due to time limitation, further action was tabled to a future meeting.

SITE SELECTIONS

Fall 1999 business meeting 

The location has been changed from Alameda County to the Calif. Dept. of Water Resources Joint Operations Center located at Watt and El Camino in Sacramento.  The meeting will be held on October 14, 1999 beginning at 10 AM.

ALERT Users Group 2000 Conference
A site has not been selected.  The location is to be in Northern California – possible sites: Sacramento, Roseville, Monterey or a return to Granlibaken at Lake Tahoe.  Mark Heggli and Chris Crompton will continue to pursue a location.

NEW BUSINESS

National Hydrologic Warning Council revisions

Chris Crompton reviewed the changes to the agreement which would add the ALERT~Flows East Coast Users Group as a member.  The revised agreement was unanimously approved.   

BUSINESS REPORTS

Secretary’s report

Don Daves provided copies of the minutes from the Winter 1999 business meeting.  A typographic error was reported and corrected.  A motion to accept the minutes, as amended, was seconded and approved.

Treasurer’s report

Dolores Taylor reported that both AUG and NHWC were in great financial shape.

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was seconded and approved.

ADJOURN

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 PM.

