AGENDA

ALERT Users Group, 1999 Winter Meeting

10:00 AM Thursday, March 11, 1999

Napa Police Station 1549 First St., Napa, CA, 94559

I Introductions

Welcoming remarks - Mark Heggli, President ALERT Users Group. 

Member introductions.



Napa ALERT System - Graham Wadsworth and Gil Harrington.



Napa EOC - Tim Borman, Napa Fire Battalion Chief

II New Business

III Conference Reports

11th annual SAAS conference October 28-30, 1998 in Austin, TX.

Mark Heggli

IV Upcoming Conferences                                                                                                                         

Framework and planning for the 3rd National Hydrologic Warning Council Conference in San Diego on May 11 – 14, 1999.  Discussion led by Mark Heggli and Chris Crompton

V Napa River Flood Control Project 

 

Dave Dickson

VI LUNCH  12:00 – 1:30 PM 
VII ALERT Systems Survey

Todd Mendel

VIII Vendor Introductions and Updates

IX Site Selection for Year 2000 ALERT Users Group Conference


X User Reports and Roundtable Discussion

XI Old Business

Status of committee on ALERT format changes.  

.
Status of inclusion of Alert/Flows in NHWC.  


Status of the Alert video. 

Status of using List Servers for the ALERT home page. 

XII Business

Treasurer’s Report

Secretary’s Report: Approval of minutes from Thursday, October 15, 1998 Fall Meeting at Contra Costa Co.

Recommendations for restructuring of current committees

XIII Adjourn

ALERT USERS GROUP 1999 WINTER MEETING

Napa Police Dept, Napa, CA

March 11, 1999

INTRODUCTIONS

Meeting called to order at 10:10 AM by Mark Heggli, President of the ALERT Users Group.  After welcoming remarks,  President Heggli polled the group on the number of  reservations made for the San Diego Conference in May – approximately 95% of those present are attending

NAPA RIVER FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT

Graham Wadsworth from the City of Napa Dept. of Public Works made a presentation of the Napa River Project, a six mile improvement project funded in part with a half percent sales tax.  Several handouts were provided.  John Lander, who is Principle Engineer for the Napa River Project, presented additional information about this project involving a coalition of property and business owners, civic and government leaders.

Napa City Fire Dept Chief, Tim Borman made a presentation of their Emergency Operations Center.
NEW BUSINESS

President Heggli discussed our dues procedure and the need for changes in how dues are assessed and collected after our conversion to semi-annual conferences with NHWC conferences being held during our “off” years.   Member benefits, such as the newsletter, and funding for overhead expenses were discussed.  Several options for billing dues were offered with the conclusion that a committee was needed to address these issues which will involve changes to the AUG Bylaws.   

The issue of needing to change the way we conduct meetings was brought up by Mark Heggli, who went on to discuss whether we were to be members of one national organization or remain as three separate groups.  Chris Crompton commented on the burden of time and cost placed on our vendors having too many conferences to attend each year.

The president asked for volunteers to form a committee that can address the issues of dues and other organizational changes that will include updating the group’s bylaws.  Rob Nelson, Don Daves, Delores Taylor, Robin Jester and George Wilkins have offered their participation.  President Heggli requested that Rob Nelson serve as Chair

CONFERENCE REPORT

President Heggli presented his thoughts on the SAAS conference in Austin, Texas.  The vendor representation was good and approximately 100 members attended.  SAAS has indicated an interest in expanding to include the upper mid-west states.  There are no plans for a SAAS conference this year as they try to support the National conference in San Diego.  SAAS has plans for their next conference to be held at Denver in 2000.  All Alert Users Group members should try to attend.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES
President Heggli and Chris Crompton described details about the 3rd Annual NHWC Conference in San Diego on May 11 – 14, 1999.   Copies of the agenda were made available to the members.  The Bahia Resort facilities were explained and the conference fees this year ($225.00) are the lowest the NHWC has ever had, but represents the greatest value – including lunches, a dinner cruise, training, workshops and much more.  The vendors have generously provided to make this conference a success.  At three and a half days, this is also the longest conference we have had.

ALERT SURVEY

Todd Mendell reported that he has been receiving responses to the ALERT Database with the goal of completing the work by the end of March, 1999.  A few bugs with the Access forms have been ironed out.  Todd stated a block of new licenses were being submitted next week.  Jim Slouber suggested the group begin gathering data on our shared frequencies, such as wireless microphones.

VENDOR INTRODUCTIONS

Product and services updates were presented by representatives of the following companies:  Handar, DEC Data Systems, Hydro Lynx Systems, High Sierra Electronics, JBS Instruments, and NexRain Corp. (formerly DC Consulting), 

SITE SELECTIONS

FALL 1999 MEETING - After group discussion, Andreas Godfrey at Alameda County volunteered their facility in Hayward, California.  The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 14, 1999.  A secondary date of October 7 was suggested in the event of scheduling conflicts.

ALERT USERS GROUP CONFERENCE 2000 - Group discussion led to a decision to select a site in Northern California.  Possible locations mentioned were Monterey, Napa, or a return to Granlibaken at Lake Tahoe. 

USER REPORTS AND ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Updates on ALERT related activities were presented by each of the following agencies:  Sutter County, City of Petaluma, Santa Clara Valley Water District, Sonoma County, San Benito County, San Diego County, Solano County, NWS-CNRFC, NWS-Monterey, NWS-Oxnard, City of Roseville, Contra Costa County, Alameda County, Orange County, City and County of Napa, Ventura County Flood Control District, and the California Department of Water Resources. 

NWS-CNRFC reported that they could no longer provide new QNX Hydromet software.  The resources are no longer available to continue development, although existing Hydromet formats will continue to be supported.

OLD BUSINESS

ALERT data format changes – Jim Slouber requested formal acknowledgment from the group that this will be pursued.  It was agreed that error-free data was necessary and that we could expect a briefing on this subject from Don Van Wie at the NHWC Conference in San Diego.  President Heggli requested this committee meet during the conference.  The committee members will consist of: Jim Slouber, Joe Johnson, Don Van Wie, and Larry Weaver.  Todd Mendell was selected to serve as committee Chair.

During the conference in San Diego, the East Coast Users Group is to be formally inducted into membership with the NHWC. 

FLOOD WARNING VIDEO - Production has been contracted to a private firm by the NWS.  Editing is scheduled for early April with an all-new format.  All flood warning systems will be covered (ALERT, GOES, etc.).

INTERNET LISTSERVE – a brief discussion covered the benefits of a group mail list, but further action was tabled for a future meeting.  The ALERT Internet Homepage was discussed briefly with recommendations for further development.

COMMITTEE RESTRUCTURING – Tabled to a future meeting.

BUSINESS REPORTS

TREASURER’S REPORT - Delores Taylor, Treasurer, reported the following as of March 11, 1999; 

AUG Savings:     $24,370.30                                   NHWC Savings:        $110.24

AUG Checking:   $501.32                                       NHWC Checking:      $13,489.70

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was passed unanimously.

SECRETARY’S REPORT – Don Daves, Secretary, provided copies of the minutes from the Fall ’98 meeting. A motion to accept the minutes was passed unanimously.

As a last minute addition to the agenda, Jim Goodrich presented an interesting report on the relationship between the Solar Constant and rainfall statistics.  Jim discovered that an increase in Solar Constant related to an increase in rainfall on a daily basis.

ADJOURN

Meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM.

