AGENDA

ALERT Users Group, 2000 Fall Meeting

10:00 AM Thursday, October 5, 2000

San Diego County Emergency Operations Center, San Diego
I. Introductions 10:00-10:30
 Welcoming remarks; Rob Nelson, Pres. ALERT Users Group

 San Diego County

 Attendee’s introductions

II. Upcoming Conferences 10:30-10:45 

 SAAS; Rob Nelson

 NHWC; Mark Heggli, ALERT Users Group NHWC representative

III. Provisional Forecast for upcoming rainy season 10:45-11:00
Ed Clark, San Diego WSO
IV. Location and planning for ALERT Users Group 2002 Annual Conf. 11:00-11:30
Rob Nelson and Don Daves, Vice Pres. ALERT Users Group
 Report on progress and options for siting the conference

 Discussion on conference format and session topics

 Costs

V. Hatfield the Rainmaker and the Great Flood of 1916  1:00-1:30
Rand Allen, San Diego County Flood Control
VI. Vendor Introductions and Updates 1:30-2:00
VII. Scheduling upcoming ALERT Users Group quarterly conferences 2:00-2:15
Don Daves
 Proposal on scheduling future conferences

 Discussion on future sites and dates

VIII. Promoting membership in ALERT Users Group and flood warning systems Rob Nelson
 Submittal of draft pamphlet promoting ALERT User Group membership

 Change ALERT User Group logo

IX. Old Business 2:45-3:00
 Discussion on Development of a new ALERT Protocol 

 Narrowbanding update

 Approval of meeting minutes for May 2000 Business meeting and Winter 2000 Business meeting

X. Business 3:00-3:15
 Treasurer’s Report 

 Secretary’s Report 

XI. Member’s reports on their systems and roundtable discussion 3:15-adjournment
Adjourn 4:00 PM

ALERT USERS GROUP 2000 FALL MEETING

San Diego County Emergency Operations Center

5555 Overland Avenue, San Diego, California

Thursday, October 5, 2000

INTRODUCTIONS

Meeting called to order at 10:00 AM by Rob Nelson, President of the ALERT Users Group.  Attendance was excellent, with 33 members and vendors being present.  Rand Allan of  the San Diego County Flood Control District gave the welcoming address.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

There was a reminder for those planning to attend the SAAS 2000 Conference to register as soon as possible, before it is too late.

Nation Hydrologic Warning Council (NHWC) 2001 Conference

Mark Heggli, ALERT Users Group Representative to the NHWC, announced the next Conference of the NHWC would be held May 15-18, 2001 in Columbus, Ohio.  It will be at the Adams Mark Hotel and attendance is expected to surpass that of the NHWC San Diego Conference, so attendees were encouraged to register early.  Also, it is time for those desiring to make presentations to send Mark their abstracts.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PRESENTATION

Ed Clark, WSO for the NWS San Diego Forecast Office, presented the NWS Provisional Rainy Season Forecast for Southern California.  A cooler and drier fall is expected, then the official forecast for winter is for “Climatology”, which means the models do not show a strong tendency for wetter or drier than normal.  Final season rainfall totals are forecast to be normal to slightly less than normal this water year.

ALERT USERS GROUP 2002 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Rob Nelson and Vice President Don Daves reported on progress and options for siting the 2002 conference.  The two main choices are the Riviera Hotel in Palm Springs, California and the Santa Barbara Marriott in Buellton, California.  Both locations appear to be good options.  The dates being considered are May 14-17, 2002.  Rob will look further into the packages being offered by each hotel before a final decision is made.

There was discussion on which format style was desired, one session at a time or concurrent.  Mark Heggli suggested it may depend on how many people want to make presentations.  The more presenters we have, the more likely we would need a concurrent session format, at least for part of the conference.  There was also discussion on whether or not to have “Vendor Training” sessions.  There were some problems associated with the layout of these sessions at the Monterrey Conference.  It was generally agreed that we will have such sessions at the 2002 Conference, but no more than two sessions at a time, to give people a chance to attend as many different sessions as they want.  Our vendors requested that a “synopsis or summary” of each training session offered be included in the registration packets of all attendees, so that everyone will have early and accurate information upon which to base decisions to attend.

VENDOR REPORTS

The group heard reports from the following vendors:  NEXRAIN (David Curtis), HydroLynx (Joe Johnson), High Sierra Electronics (Jim Slouber), and Vaisala (Ira Davis).

PRESENTATION BY SAN DIEGO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT

Rand Allan (SDCFCD) gave a presentation on the Great Floods of 1916 and the role of Charles Hatfield the Rainmaker.  Of note was the fact that 100-year floods occurred in many locations during a prolonged drought cycle.  Even with the floods, precipitation in 1916 was only 85-95 percent of normal.  This flood episode was a major disaster for all of San Diego County and for much of Southern California.

ALERT USERS GROUP QUARTERLY MEETINGS

Discussion took place on the scheduling of quarterly meetings.  It was generally agreed that although meeting four times a year may be difficult, we have a lot of important business to attend to.  It was suggested that perhaps the Southern California ALERT Network (SCAN), New ALERT Protocol and Narrowband committee meetings could take place the day before the AUG Quarterly Meetings, so that these technical committees can report their progress to the general membership.  When possible, this was generally agreed to be a good idea.  The next Quarterly Meeting of the ALERT Users Group is scheduled for Thursday, January 11, 2001.  It is being hosted by Vice President Don Daves and the Santa Clara Valley Water District in San Jose, California.  Other meeting dates are:

--Thursday, March 29, 2001 at San Bernadino County, California (details to be announced)

--Thursday, June 21, 2001 at a location in Northern California

--Thursday, October 4 , 2001 at a location in Southern California.

MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION IN THE ALERT USERS GROUP

There was discussion on reaching out to agencies in other parts of the western U.S., including Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Nevada, Arizona, Alaska and Hawaii (which has a statewide flood warning system).

Ideas discussed included sending out informational mailings and emails, or perhaps even having ALERT meetings/conferences in these areas.  One perspective was that there are very few ALERT systems outside of California; a differing viewpoint is that there are some systems now existing as well as the likelihood of more systems being developed.  On a related note, Chris Crompton suggested that we send out a promotional flier to all people on our current mailing list who are not active members, reminding them of the value of AUG membership and encouraging them to become active.

ALERT Logo Contest

There was more discussion about the AUG logo.  Rob Nelson feels the current logo is too big and “Does not convey who we are very well.”  A proposal was made to have a AUG Logo Design Contest.  Details are to be worked out and presented at the AUG January 11, 2001 Quarterly Meeting.  Some details to decide include what the logo contest guidelines should be, who the contest should be open to and how large should the prize be?  $100.00 was suggested.

OLD BUSINESS

New ALERT Protocol

Narrowband Transition Process

Report from Los Angeles County

NEW BUSINESS

Treasurer’s Report

Delores Taylor, AUG Treasurer, reported that there was a total of $50,311.00 in all AUG accounts, including seed money set aside for the National Hydrologic Warning Council (NHWC).

Secretary’s Report

Approval of the minutes from the May 2000 and Winter 2000 Business Meetingss.

MEMBER REPORTS

CNRFC Narrowband Effort Report

San Bernardino County Report

Ventura County Report

Orange County Report

San Diego County Report

Santa Clara Valley Water District Report

Suggestion to add member agency web sites to the AUG Home Page (AlertSystems.org).  Mark Heggli will move forward with it.

