AGENDA

ALERT Users Group, 1998 Fall Meeting

10:00 AM    Thursday, October 15, 1998

Contra Costa County Public Works, Room A

I Introductions

Welcoming remarks by Mark Heggli, President ALERT Users Group, and Mike Carlson, Acting Division Head, Contra Costa County Public Works – Flood Control.

Member introductions.

II Old Business

III Conference Reports

Report on the ALERT/Flows conference in Nashville by Mark Heggli and Chris                                         Crompton .

IV Upcoming Conferences                                                                                                                         

11th annual SAAS conference is scheduled for October 28-30, 1998 in Austin, TX.      

Framework and agenda for the 3rd National Hydrologic Warning Council Conference in San Diego on May 11 – 14, 1999.  Discussion led by Mark Heggli, President ALERT Users Group

V Committee Updates

 

Directional antenna issue by Todd Mendell, CNRFC

Maintenance Manual by Don Daves, Secretary ALERT Users Group

AUG Webpage – Users input and suggestions

VI Vendor Introductions and Updates

LUNCH  12:00 – 1:30 PM  -  a map of area restaurants is provided

VII La Nina                                                                                                                                          

                 
Impact on the 1998-99 winter by the NWS Monterey Office 

VIII Flood Warning Video                                                                                                             

Status report 
IX User Reports and Roundtable Discussion

X Business

Treasurer’s Report

Secretary’s Report

Approval of minutes from Thursday, May 28th, 1998 Spring Meeting at Palm Springs.

Recommendations for restructuring of current committees

                        Site selection for Spring 1999 meeting

XI Adjourn

ALERT USERS GROUP 1998 FALL MEETING

At

Contra Costa County Public Works, Martinez, California

October 15, 1998

INTRODUCTIONS

Meeting called to order at 10:10 AM by Mark Heggli, President of the ALERT Users Group.  After welcoming remarks, Dean Eckerson, Division Head of  Contra Costa County Flood Control, presented an overview on the operation of their real-time data collection system.   The members in attendance provided self-introductions.

OLD BUSINESS

President Heggli suggested old business could be covered under other agenda items later in the day 

CONFERENCE REPORT

Mark Heggli and Chris Crompton, Orange County Public Facilities and Resources Dept., and  representative of the National Hydrologic Warning Council, reported on the conference of the ALERT/FLOWS East Coast Users Group held the previous week in Nashville, TN.  It was reported that this group is represented more by Federal agencies than local users and focused on flooding after-effects and mitigation rather than on technically oriented issues.   The State of Connecticut Water Resources Division appears to be a leader in this organization and are interested  in joining the NHWC.  A discussion ensued on the historical perspective of how this group evolved from IFLOWS.  The next East Coast conference is expected to be held in Florida during the year 2000. 

NEW BUSINESS
James Slouber, High Sierra Electronics, gave a presentation to the group proposing changes to the ALERT format and suggested the formation of a technical committee to look at new protocols to clean up the data transmissions.   Group discussion covered past format changes (Enhanced ALERT), identifying the error problems, possible solutions, and who should be asked to serve on the committee.  President Heggli proposed that the board meet on this issue and come up with an idea of how to form this committee and who should be impaneled to address these three areas of concern with the ALERT format:  error checking, data sharing/networking, and the limitations of “raw values” (0 – 2047).  The goal is to get preliminary information into the next ALERT Transmission newsletter and have a committee report available for presentation/discussion at the May, 1999 NHWC Conference in San Diego.

Chris Crompton led a discussion on the ALERT/FLOWS East Coast Users Group joining the NHWC.   It was stated that approval of the two groups now represented by NHWC (Southwestern Association of ALERT Systems – SAAS and the ALERT Users Group – AUG) would be required.  Chris suggested Kevin Stewart gain approval from SAAS at their annual conference in Austin, Texas during late October,1998.  The East Coast Users Group could then be formally accepted into the NHWC at the May, 1999 NHWC Conference in San Diego.  The group was polled and gave its’ approval. 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

The SAAS Conference slated for October 28 – 30, 1998 will be held in Austin, Texas.  Attendees to previous SAAS conferences made positive comments and encouraged attendance.

3rd Annual NHWC Conference in San Diego on May 11 – 14, 1999.  Chris Crompton described the preliminary agenda including a pre-conference workshop series for early arrivals.  Chris handed out “Call for Abstracts” brochures to the group and stated Vendor packages will be mailed in November with general membership registration packages available by the end of the year.  A request for volunteers to help before and during the conference was made.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

Don Daves reported on efforts to bring the maintenance manual on-line on the Internet with hyper links to the vendors.

The Groups’ web page was discussed and a suggestion made to incorporate the NHWC Conference registration packages on-line.

Todd Mendell presented the latest developments with the NTIA’s proposed directional antenna requirements.  The wording has been modified to reflect a guideline to use directional antennas where possible as opposed to their use being mandated.  

LA NINA

Chuck Morrill from the Monterey office of the National Weather Service presented the group with details about the coming winter and the latest long-term forecast from the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) in Washington, DC.

VENDOR INTRODUCTIONS

Product and services updates were presented by representatives of the following companies:  Handar, DEC Data Systems, Hydro Lynx Systems, High Sierra Electronics, and SM Technical.

FLOOD WARNING VIDEO

President Heggli commented about the purpose of the video – to be used by local agencies in educating officials (as an aid to secure funding) and the general public of the important role that ALERT systems play in their community.  Funding to produce the video is currently being sought.

USER REPORTS AND ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Updates on ALERT related activities were presented by each of the following agencies:  Santa Clara Valley Water District, National Weather Service-CNRFC, City of Roseville, Contra Costa County, Alameda County, Orange County, City of Napa, Coachella Valley Water District, Ventura County Flood Control District, Placer County Flood Control District, and the California Department of Water Resources. 

BUSINESS REPORTS

TREASURER’S REPORT

Delores Taylor, Treasurer, reported the following as of October 1, 1998; 

AUG Savings:     $22,537.19                                   NHWC Savings:        $108.97

AUG Checking:   $1,660.46                                    NHWC Checking:      $1,449.76

AUG total funds: $24,197.65                                   NHWC Total funds:  $1,558.73

The total NHWC funds include a $3,000 loan from the AUG funds.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary Don Daves asked the group for comments on using e-mail for future meeting and conference announcements, thereby saving postage and printing costs.  The group indicated in the affirmative.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 1998 SPRING MEETING AT PALM SPRINGS;

The minutes from this meeting are not yet available.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESTRUCTURING OF CURRENT COMMITTEES;

This item was tabled until the Winter meeting.

SITE SELECTION FOR SPRING 1999 MEETING;

After group discussion, President Heggli decided to pursue a location in Napa – either the City or County facility.  The meeting is scheduled for March 11, 1999.

XII ADJOURN

Meeting adjourned at 4 PM.

