ALERT USERS GROUP 2001 WINTER MEETING

MINUTES

Santa Clara Valley Water District, San Jose, CA

Thursday, January 11, 2001

INTRODUCTIONS

Meeting called to order at 10:15 AM by Rob Nelson, President of the ALERT Users Group.

Welcoming remarks presented by Scott Akin, Senior Project Manager, SCVWD.

Member introductions. 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

President Nelson spoke about plans for the NHWC conference in Columbus, Ohio, May 15-18, 2001.  A Midwest USGS group will be having a conference at the same time and may have an effect on the NHWC attendance.  A request was made to increase the number of optional field trips at this conference.  There was discussion on whether credit cards could be used for conference registration.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REPEATER NETWORK

Jim Longthorne, Los Angeles County, presented an overview of challenges facing the ALERT network of repeaters in Southern California.  Also presented were proposed solutions – a result of consultant work performed by Diad, Inc.  A second phase of Diad’s work will encompass installation of new instrumentation in the high desert areas and new repeater equipment. 

LOCATION FOR ALERT USERS GROUP CONFERENCE 2002

President Nelson and Don Daves, Vice President of ALERT Users Group, updated the members on the AUG 2002 conference.  It was decided to pursue the Rancho Santa Barbara Marriott in Buellton, CA.

FUNDING STATUS – RESEARCHING ALERT RADIO PROTOCOL

Discussion included finding additional sources for funding radio format research, including the NWS and other Federal agencies, and from the other ALERT groups.  James Slouber, High Sierra Electronics, suggested a plan to marry the old and new formats at the repeater sites to avoid causing older systems from becoming obsolete.

A Request for Proposal is being developed by the NWS CNRFC.  No one from that agency was able to attend this meeting to provide additional input. 

VENDOR INTRODUCTIONS

High Sierra Electronics and Hydrolynx, being the only vendors present, provided updates on their equipment and operations.

LUNCH

PROMOTING MEMBERSHIP IN AUG

President Nelson designed a pamphlet that describes ALERT systems and distributed draft copies at the meeting.  He solicited comments about changing our logo to something that better illustrates who we are and what we do.  Discussion involved holding a contest with prize money for the best logo design.  A motion was made and carried to provide a $150 prize to the successful logo designer with the winning design to be announced at the 2002 conference.

REPORT ON SAAS CONFERENCE

President Nelson and past President Mark Heggli presented their report of a successful conference.  There were no flyers mailed announcing this conference and all information was provided through the internet which may have limited the attendance.  Further discussion included comments about the vendor area needing improvement.

BUSINESS

Secretary’s report – absent

Treasurer’s report – Treasurer DeeDee Taylor discussed IRS reporting requirements for non-profit organizations.  The newsletter was reported to be financially self-sustaining through advertisement revenue.

AUG WEBSITE

With the departure of Mark Heggli to Design Analysis, a new webmaster needs to be appointed.  Past President Heggli stated that control of the website should be held by the officers.  Vice President Daves stated he would pursue the assistance of the SCVWD webmaster for help in maintaining, developing and updating the AUG website.  An update will be provided at the Spring 2001 meeting.
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Members reported on individual agency activities 

UPCOMING BUSINESS MEETING
San Bernardino County, scheduled for March 29, 2001.

Minutes submitted March 22, 2001 by Don Daves, Vice President, ALERT Users Group
